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irlrnoDUCTiON 



Official statistics havo become an Important feature of modern life. 
The Increasing complexity of economic and social Institutions and of their 
Interactions In Industrial societies has brought a rapid growth In the demand 
for statistics as a factual basis for decision-making In most fields of human 
activity. In developing economies seeking a sound basis for development plans, 
statistics have come to be an essential tool. 

The central role of education In the economic and social programmes of 
countries at all levels of development need not be examined » here. It Is 
sufficient to note the very ra'^ Id growth of educational activity throughout the 
world during the past quarter century, whether measured In terms of enrolsnent, 
employment,, or expend I tfjre. Rapid expansion on such a scale Is likely to be of 
^ uneven quality even within a country unless Its direction and thrust are guided 
by a careful choice of objectives and of the roost effective means for attaining 
them. Furthermore^ the programmes chosen must be evaluated periodically In 
terms of their effectiveness in attaining the desired objectives. Statistical 
data of all ktndt play an essential role In the design, control and evaluation 
of such programmes. 

Statistics can be used most effectively If they are based upon standard 
terminology, concefSts, definitions, methods of tabulation, and classification. 
Such standards should be applied as wld)3iy as possible to ensure maximum 
comparabi I Ity not only In data obtained from different sources on the same 
or closely related events, but In data obtained from the same sources at 
different times. Much has been done both nationally and Internationally to* 
Improve the comparabi I Ity of strvtl sties relating to population, trade. Industrial 
.activity, agriculture, labour, health, education, telecommunications, transport, 
and many other fields. (V Of particular Interest here Is the group of more 
*' or less related International standard classifications that have been developed 
since 1948. These comprise the International Standard Industrial Classif I* 
cation (2), most recently revised In 1968, designed as a standard classif I* 
cation, by Industry, of establishments lr> all branches of economic activity; 
the Standard International Trade Classification (3), now under revision, 
whlcl constitutes a standard commodity classification for Imports and experts; 
and the International Standard Classification of Occupations (4), most 
recently revised In 1968, providing a standard classification of occupations 
for use In statistics of the labour force as well as In the operation of man- 
power programmes such as : Immigration, employmi5nt placement, vocational 
guidance and vocational training. The Jatest addltlori-tP_thJs battery of 
statistical standard classification systems Is the International Standard 
Classification of Education (ISCED) now being developed by UNESCO. 



For a aurmmnf of international etandarda aee : United Nationa, Directory 
of International St(mdarda for Statiatioa, New York, i960 (Statistvcal 
Papera Serine M N'' 22, Rev.l.) 

United Natiana, Jntemational Standard Indualn^l Claaaifioa^ of all 
Eaonamio Activittea^ New York, 1966 (Statiatioal Papera Seriea M jy^ 4, 
Rev. 2.) 

United Nationa, Standard International Trade CUwaification^ Neu) York 19S0,. 
(Statiatical Papera Seriea M N'^ Rev.l.) ThCa ia the Idteat edition avafl^ 
able at the time of writing* 

International Labour Office, International Standard Claaaifioation of 
Ocoupationa^ Reviaed edition. Geneva, 1968. 
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This Quid© to the use of ISCED Is Intended to provide a summary of what 
ISCED Is, what It has been designed to do, some of the things It has not been 
designed to do, and how It may be used. Some of these points are covered more 
fully In the Introduction to the ISCED volume (1) to which reference should 
be made for additional Information. 



ISCED 



As a classification of education, ISCED classifies courses , programmes 



and fields of education according to their educatJonal content. The educa- 
tional content of each course, programme and field Is designated according to 
Its level and Its subject matter . For this purpose a course Is defined as 
a planned series of learning experiences In a particular range of subject 
matter or skills offered by the sponsoring agency ?5nd undertalon by onexor 
more students. A programme Is defined as : a selection of one or more courses 
or a combination of courses usually chosen from a syllabus. puch a prt>gramme 



has an expressed or Implied aim such as Qualification for more 



qualification for an occupation or a range of occupations, or Solely an 



Increase in knowledge or understanding. A field Is : a group 
related to the same broad subject matter area. 



advanced study. 



ng of programmes 



The most detailed categories in ISCED are groups of programmes that are 
related In terms of level and subject matter content, e.g. programmes In 
history at a given level, (each such programme group being identified by a 
five-dlgit code number). Programme groups are further aggregeted Into 
Yields composed of programme groups related to the same general subject matter 
within a level, e.g. humanities programmes at. a givers level <each such field 
being Identified by a three-digit code number). Fields and their constituent 
programme groups are designated within levels which, as their .njame implies, 
are categories representing broad steps of educational progress from very 
elementary to more and more complicated learning experience (each level being 
Identified by a one-dlgit code number). ISCED Is, therefore, a three-stage 
classification system qontalnlng groups in an hierarchlct^l arrangement from 
very broad level categories to broad subject matter f ie?ds to narrower subject 
matter programme groups , (the programmes constituting programmeigroups are 
composed or courses which represent the smallest educational units recognized 
In the ISCED system of definitions but courses are not specifieid| separately In 

the classification system and are not assigned code numbers). | 

_ ^ ■ ■ _ . t 

ISCED level categories^ with their code numbers, are the f|)l lowing :- 

0 Education preceding the first level 

1 

1 Education at the first level 1 

2 Education at the second level : first stage | 

3 Education at the second level : second stage > 



(1) J^texmaHcml Stcnviccrd ClaBaifCcation of Education^ Pco't Ij wtESCO^ Parte ^ 
Q September 1972. ?pp. K?). \. 
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5 Education at the third level : first stage, of the type that loads 
to an ai^erd not equivalent to a first university degree 

6 Education at the third leva! : first stage, of the type that leads 
to a first university degree or equivalent 

7 Education at the third level : second stage, of the type that leads 
to a postgraduate university degree or equivalent 

9 Education not definable by level , 

< A final category, coded X "No Education", may be provided as required, 
for example, on surveys collecting Information on a population. Including the 
stock of those In the population who have had formal education according to the 
highest level attained by each. This category Is not required for statistics 
of current educational operations. 

Note that code numbers 4 and 8 are not used, merely because they are not 
needed at present. Gaps of this type exist throughout the ISCED code systenr 
so that additional categories may be Inserted or existing categories amended 
and a different code assigned without necessarily upsetting the system. 

Annex I to this guide provides a list of the fields and programme groups 
within each ISCED level category. It Illustrates the growing complexity of 
subject matter conS'ent through the leveis. It also shows very clearly the 
fact that some subjects are not found (or do not constitute separate fields), 
at some leveis, e.g. programmes In Fine and applied arts begin with level 
category 3, and Humanities programmes at level category 5, while literacy 
programmes are found only In level category I. 



ISCED Is a standard classification of Education 



As a standard classification system, ISCED is Intended for use with a 
variety of educational data. One of Its principal functions Is to provide 
a standard format for assembling, reporting and canplling statistics of 
dlff^^rent educational phenomena (e.g. enrolment; teaching staff; awards, 
degrees or diplomas; finances; examinations; etc.) both within a country and 
Internationally. Thus, ISCED Fs a too.! designed to promote Internationa! 
comparisons and Is not a new statistical, colloctlon programme. (ISCED Is not 
Intended to supplant national classifications of education. The International 
character of ISCED Is explained In paragraphs 36 and 37 of the Introduction to 
the ISCED volume /Rov.I., part I, September 19727 where It Is pointed out that 
Important featured of national systems of education that are related to local 
circumstances cannot be reflected in ISCED. Paragrephs 44 to 47 of the 
Introduction provide a short explanation of a method by which ISCED may be used 
as the basis for a national classification of education by countries not 
having such a system. To promote Internationally comparable statistics, for 
both national and International use. It Is Important that the groups In each 
national classification be so constituted that they can be rearranged Into the 
ISCED pattern.) 
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Thus, ISCED Is 8 classification of programmes of education, not a 
classification of people, sponsoring agencies, Institutions (schools), or 
qualifications. Of course the Individuals enrolled can be shown In ISCEO 
categories according to the kinds of programmes in which they are enrolled 
and the total of enrolment In each ISCED category can be distributed on other 
axes, according to personal characteristics such as sex, age, nationality, 
whether attending full- or part-time, etc» Similarly, the number of pro- 
grammes offered under each ISCED category^ can be distributed according to type 
of sponsoring agency, type of institution In which given, method of Instruction 
(classroom, correspondence, radio or T.V. broadcast, etc.), etc. When survey 
for ^ are sent out the various characteristics required on enrolment; 
eduu lonal programmes; teaching staff; Institutions; finances; degrees, 
diplomas or qualifications granted; etc. can be specified. Changes can be 
Introduced into the statistical questionnaires on detail of this type to meet 
changing circumstances and changing needs without alteration in ISCEO. In 
other words, desirable stability can be maintained in the categories of 
educational programmes for which data are collected over a period of years 
through Infrequent revision of ISCED. At the same time the personal and other 
characteristics of the units for which the data are collected can be varied In 
both quantity and type to meet evolving needs, 



Some things ISCED doesn^t do 

ISCED does not constitute a programme for data collection. Each survey 
that uses iSCED must designate the kind of data required, the coverage and the 
items of information sought. For example, a survey of "adult education" will 
provide a definition of the field; the personal characteristics of registrants 
or enroMees required; the particulars of programmes, teaching staff and 
financial Items sought, etc. A quite different set of items would be 
specified for a survey of degrees, diplomas, certificates, etc. awarded in a 
particular year. Yet each survey could use ISCED as the basic classification 
system for the programmes of education Involved. In fact, the use of ISCED 
will enhance the value of all surveys In ensuring comparability of the resulting 
data with respect to categories of education. (Annex II to this provisional 
guide provides an example of a manual on the use of ISCED (n a programme 
of Adult Education Statistics. It is merely an example and not a programme 
for collection of data.) 

in the case of enrolment statistics, for example, ISCED can accommodate 
data of events or of Individuals. Individuals may enrol simultaneously In 
different programmes of education, frequently In different institutions. The 
two or more events involving the same person may be recorded quite separately 
or they may be linked In the records to provide Information about the enrolment 
of Individuals. ISCED Is not directly concerned with the record-keeping 
practices of educational authorities which Is a matter for arrangement between 
the educational m6 statistical authorities. This applies to all kinds of 
records /not Just to enrolment. 

The question of definition of the educational events or It^s to be 
collected is important statistically, but again ISCED Is not directly concerned. 
For example, the definition of a student or an enrolment may be based upon 
initial enrolment (the gross figure); or on effective enrolment (the net 
figure), i.e. th^ number still enrolled after cancellations and drop-out; or 
on the number that had attended a given proportion of the sessions; or on 
O average figure based upon average dally attendance. Each of these and 
ERJCer definitions Is appropriate for various purposes. Similarly, definitions 
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of teaching staff, student "wastage", programme completion, etc. will vary 
according to the needs to be served by the statistics. ISCED can accwHDdata 
such data based upon any set of definitions. 

Enough examples have been given to Indicate the role of ISCED In 
statistical surveys. Its main function Is to provide a consistent structure 
for assembling data on education. Such data are, however, assembled to be 
used. Thus, the format of 13CED has been designed to provide statistics- that 
will be useful In making I nternaHona I comparisons and particularly In 
educational planning. This priman/ purpose will be served most advantageously 
when ISCED !s U!?ed to obtain data on educational events from different sources 
on a standard format. 



Innovations In statistical jract ire Introduced by ISCED 

The concept of levels In education and their reflection In education 
statistics is not new. The sequential nature of many educational processes 
naturally leads to their organization and description in terms of a system of 
loveis In an hierarchical relationship; completion of one level by o student 
ordinarily being a prerequisite to entry of the next highest level along a 
particular educational path. Different paths within a country's educational 
system often result In more than one type of education at a given level. A 
system of levels was recognized In the Rcccm:^ericb.tion ccTAceming the inter- 
national Qtandardization of educational stairCst-Ca s , adopted by the Genoral 
Conference of Ui\E:>CO at Irs tenth session, ParTsr December 1958, and this plan 
has been the basis of UNESCO's statistical data collection ever since. 

ISCED new Introduces two innovations to the UNESCO system of levels : 
(a) Education at the second level has been spilt Into two .sepcirate level 
categories and education at the the third level Into three; and (b) each level 
category in ISCED is defined to include all education that can be Identified 
as at that level. The following figure Illustrates the relationship between 
tho ISCED level categories and the levels as defined In the UNESCO Recor.m3ndatIon 
of 1936. 
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The above figure provides a graphic Illustration of the changes that 
the use of ISCED will Introduce Into the organization of education statistics. 
It Is clear that the basic arrangement of d^ta for the first three iSCED level 
categories Is very similar to that In the earl I er recommendation* The 
differences are : the former "Education at the second level" has been split 
Into two categories for the first $nd second stages of that level, a spilt that 
Is becoming more and more apparent In the organization of secondary education 
In many countries; and segments of 1he former "Education not classified by 
level" are now Included In all the ISCED level categories. These segments 
are : sp^lal education for the handicapped In levels 0, I, 2 and 3 and iadult 
and out-of-school education In levels I, 2, 3, 5 and 6 (wjth possibly some In 7). 

An examination of the 1958 Recommendation makes It clear thatHhe levels 
of education propdsed at that time were to be applied only to statistics of 
educational Institutions flJ . Thus, each of the three main levels represented 
principally a type of Institution or school. I.e. pre-school or kindergarten, 
primary school, secondary school, and post-secondary Institutions subrdlvlded 
between universities and others. The final category was "Education not 
classified by level". I.e. no attempt was to be made to classify by level except 
for the typical Institutions that constitute the regular school and university f 
system In most countries. 

ISCED, on the other hand, does not accept the educational Institution as 
the principal statistical unit for which educational data are to be col lected 
(although,^ oif course, the Institution or school Is often the unit from which ' 
the statistics may be secured) on the grounds that the range of levels of . 
education provided In particular lypes of Institutions Varies so much from 
country to country and even within some countries. •A principal bbjecflve of 

ISCED Is to promote the development of comparable dath on education at 
various levels from different countries. Such nationally disparate factors as 
types of educational Institutions, legal provisions governing the period of 
compulsory education, and practices respecting awards, diplomas or degreiSs 
granted for successful completion of a programm^ cannot be used Internationally 
as criteria for determining educational level." Thus, In iSCED the educational 
level of S5 programme Is determined not by the kind of school In which It Is 
given or the educational backgrounds of those enrolled, but on the basis of the 
minimum prior education required to undertake the programme. 

Procedure to be used In determining educational level 
(a) "Core" and "non-core" programmes 

The Introduction to the ISCED volume contains a short examination of what 
Is called an educational "core" that exists In all countries. This Is the 
system found In the regular school and university programmes of countries, 
;.*deslgned (usually by a public authority) for the educatl6nlof chNdren and youth. 



(1) Manual of Educational StatisHns^ UNESCO, Paris, 1961, pp. 236-238. 

c . 

(2) ISCED I. REV., UNESCO, Paris, September 1972 ^ page 4. 
O 
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The system is organized In a number of sequential stages frequently with paths 
branching off at particular points. Although the usual time spent by students 
In particular stages varies „from country to country, the overall sequence Is 
found to be quite uniform and the total time (I.e. full-time equivalent) spent 
by a typical student from original school entry tolinlverslty graduation Is 
amazingly stable around the world. Thus, If the disparate "stages" In national 
systems Imposed by the national pattern of educatldhat Institutions can be 
Ignored, It Is found that an Internationally apf^l i^ble set of ISCED level 
categories for the universal educational "core" can be described very briefly 
«s fol lows:- 

0 Education preceding the first level , where It Is provided, begins at/ 
age 3, 4 or 5 and lasts for about one or two years. 

1 Education at the first level usually begins, therefore, at age 5, 6 or 
7 and It lasts for^ about fl|/e years. 

2 Education at the second lev^l ; first stage , begins at about age 12 and 



lasts for about three years 

3 Education at the second level ; second stage begins at about age 15 and 
lasts for about three years^ 

5 Education at the third level ; first stage, of the type that leads to an 
award no1 equivalent to a first university degree begins at about age 18 
and lasts for about three years. Thus, at about age 21 students who 
have progressed through th^ regular school, system to complete these 
programmes are usually ready to enter employment. 

6 Education at the third level ; first stage, of the type that leads to a 
first university degree or equivalent also begins at about ago 18 jand 

* taBts^for tbout foor.yeaTs. Thus students who have progressed through the 
school system to complete th^Jr first degree are usually ready for 
employment or for postgradual^study at about age: 22. 

7 Education at the third level : second stage, of the type^that leads to a 
postgraduate university degree or equivalent Includes all education 
beyond level 6. 

The above is a formalized sketch of the •'core" Intended simply to 
Identify It for the purpose of International definition. The summary merely 
provides a scale or measuring rod that can be used to Identify corresponding 
stages In any national system. 

The "core", however, does not contain all the edupatlonal programmes 
that can be classified by level. Many programmes of "out-of-school" and 
"vocational" education or training (often lumped under the heading of "adult 
education") deal with subject matter requiring previous formal education on 
the part of those who undertake them. The actual educational histories of 
those enrolled for many non-core programmes Is likely to be very mixed, so the 
level category Into which such programmes can be filled depends upon the 
minimum prior education required. !t Is the programme that Is being 
analysed, not the Individual histories of the enroHetes. The philosophy behind 
O his practice Is expressed in the Introduction to ISC^D as follows 
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••the decision to combine out-of-schpoj education with the more structured 
school and university systems and to Include adult as well as child aducatlon 
In a singfe classification syst^ nay convpllcate ^-he task of data collection 
Inasmuch as out-of-school and adult education are provided "by a multlpl IcHy of 
agencies. It Is, however. In harmony with modern developments In educational 
policy and planning and with the new conception of permanent education. It 
recognizes that education Is not an Instructional 'package* provided to 
children and young persons In schools and universities, but Is a continuing 
process prpvid I ng opportunities for enlarging experience, understanding and 
skill throughout the fife of the Individual and responding to the changing needs 
of society/* i 

Prograwnes of "out-of -school" education are classified by level category 
In ISCEO, then, through their ^associations with the school and university 
programmes that constitute the^ educational "core". Even If the subject 
content of an "out-of -school" programme Is not Identical whh that of any 
programme In the core. It can d^ften be Idehtlfled as requiring at least a given 
minimum of "core" education for\ admission. Most programmes of "non-core" 
education are of this type becaijse of the^essentlal ly sequential nature of the 
educational process. Only If a programme Is such that rjo particular minimum 
educational prerequisite can be l^6termin^, should It be placed In category 9 - 
Education not (cJeflnable by level; ^^6te again the baslcjdifference betvreen 
the residual category In the 1 958\ Recommendation, I.e. "Education not classified 
by level" and that of ISCED, i>e/ "Education not daflnab 



e by level 



Referring again fothd^ figure on page 6, note the heavy concentration 
of lines Indicating transfer of educational components f^om the 1958 categories, 
under Edu cation not classified by level to ISCED level categories ?, 2 and 3, 
In partTculcr, and also to 5 and 6. Apart from "speclajl education" which Is 
classified by level In categories 0, I, 2 and 3 In ISGEDi^ these transfers 
relate mainly to "adult education". 

,' ■ ' ■ ' ^ ! ■•, • 

The fol lowing figure (page 10) Illustrates the corr^posltlon of the 
ISCEO level categories In terms of "core" and "non*"Core": components.. 
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A REPRESENTATION OF THE ISCEO LEVEL, CATEGORIES 
, SHOWING THE RELATIONSHIP BEtWEEN "CORE" AND 
I •♦NON-CORE" PROGRANWES IN EACH 

(The Numbers .are these of the ISCEO Leva I Categories) 




Q "ore ncn-core 



I 
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Distances shown on the vertical axis are roughly proportional to the number of 
years spent at each level by a full-time student In a "core" programme. This 
Is, of course, merely Illustrative. Distances on the horizontal axis are 
assigned arbitrarily except that the whole figure Is given a pyraralcJal shape. 
Indicating a falllng-off In total registration, etc, at each successive level 
category (except from level 0-1). This shape results from the characteristics 
of the "core" and Its predominance In the whole system. Note that the non- 
core part does not exhibit overall reduction at successive levels. In fact 
It Is llkety that most. countries will record a higher Incidence of non-core 
programmes In categories 2, 3, 5 and 9 than In the others, I.e* "adult education^ 
progrcmnes are likely to be concentrated mainly In categories 2, 3, 5 and 9 
except for the large enrolment In literacy programmes In category I In some 
countries. 

Non^core progracnmej» are shown at both horizontal extremes of the relevant 
level categories merely to Indicate It^eir relationship to the core, lie. they 
"surround" It In the sense that their subject content may contain any of the 
subjects typical ly found In the corresponding core programmes and even some that 
are not typical of the core. Subject content Is not In Itself a criterion for 
determining level. 

Note that level categories 5 and 6 share space on the vertical axis to 

Indicate the r hierarchical relationship. I.e. they are alternatives for 

students In core programmes who have completed category 3. Category 7 Is 
related vertically ohry to category 6., ]\ 

Category 9 Is shown off by Itself because It ts unrelated to the 
hierarchical system underiyfng the othf "s and Is, of course, completely non- 
core. At the same time It comes within the "universe" o* education covered 
by ISGED. 

Some non-core programmes are virtually Identical with some In the core 
white others are very different from core programmes. For example, programmes 
organized In many countries for those who have been out of schoo'l and who desire 
to obtain a qualification permitting them to return to school or university, 
though often accelerated, are very close In content to core programmes. Other 
non-core programmes such as some vocational programmes, are very different from 
those In the ^jre, yet they often require of the students knowledge of subjects 
such as matherr^tlcs, nat4jral sciences, social sciences, or special reading and 
writing abilities that can be assessed as equivalent to the knowledge required 
to undertake certain "core" programmes (which, of course, have known levels) • 
By means such as these, the appropriate levels of many. If not most, non-core 
programmes can be determined. The degree or certainty that can be attached 
to such determination will vary from very s+rong to very doubtful cases. None- 
theless, If any grounds at all can be found to determine the level of a 
programme. It Is suggested that^hey be applied and that the programme be 
assigned to the Indicated level category. Only: if no Indication of level can 
be discovered should a programme be placed In category 9. (1) This rule Is 



(1) Note^ however J that the ability merely to r^ad^cmd write ie a requirement 
for cdmisaion to almost all programme of a^lt or out^f^acliool education 
exoept literacy proffrarmea. If this were tixkef to be cT^T^rion for deter- 
mination of levelj^ momy proftrarmee having no other indit9q;tu>ii df ^tetiel would 
Ibe placed in level category 1 in which the ability to eiil^ty\ead ondTifrit^^ 
ie usually a prerequioite for admieaicn to the second and m^equant years 
of fUll'-time achooling in the ^core^. If no other- indioationXof level t?ian 
PR?r *^ cbility to cmtprehend written material and to copy written inatructiona 
etc. can be found^ the progra/me in questi on ahould be placed in level 
category 9. ^ ' . . 
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applied because any other approach is likety to result tn category 9 becoming 
a repository for all difficult cases as well as truly undeflnable cases« If 
that were to happen the repoij-Ung of statistics from different countries and 
for particular countries ai' different times would tend to be subject to 
undesirable differences of Interpretation regarding level for particular out- 
of ^school programmes. 

(b) Level Is a chara<|terlstlc of an educational programme 



The characteristics 6f ■ e students enrolled In a programme, the kind 
of agency sponsoring It, or the nature of the Institution providing It are / 
not decisive In the determination of the programme's level, ISCED Is a 
classification of programmes of education, not a classification of people, 
sppnsoring agencies, or Institutions. As explained earlier, the personal 
characteristics of those enrolled, or of the teadiing staff Involved; the 
characteristics of the programmes; the types of sponsors or of Institutions 
providing the programmes; can be recorded as distributions on another axis 
of the totals assigned to ISCED categories. All these facts (and others) 
are important to statistics of education but they do not fit Into the ISCED 
hierarchy. 

Reporting on statistical units that overlap ISCED categoMes 
(a) Enrolment 

Enrolment In programmes that contain material appropriate to more than 
one ISCED level category should be assigned to the category In which most of 
the material fits (I.e. most In terms of the time spent in classroom, 
correspondence, or other instruction). For example, a programme In which 
students are enrolled may combine some elements equivalent to those found In the 
final phases of level category I and the beginning phases of category 2; or 
a programme may combine elements equivalent to those In the final phases of 
category 3 and the beginning phases of category 6; or a programme may cover 
two level categories, e.g. categories 2 and 3.i If the Instruction time 
Involved In the different level categories can be determined and If one 
predominates, the assignment can be made on that basis. If the relative 
Instruction times are Indeterminate or If they are equally-divided between 
level categories, then the enrolment should be assigned to the higher level 
category. When such an assignment Is made an appropriate footnote should 
be given In the statistical return./ 

/ 

o 

<b) institutions 

— — , Many educational Institutions or groups of Institutions under common 
management offer programmes of education falling within more than one ISCED 
I eve (^category. When reporting data for programmes from such overlapping 
Institutions, the programmes should be assembled Into the appropriate ISCED 
categories. This can be done either on the basis of the number of years of 
fulHtlme Instruction preceding entry into the programme In question or on the 
prior educational attainment required to handle the material In^the programme. 
In any case, programmes should be considered according to their "levels" as de- 
fined for ISCED purposes and not on the basis o/ the kind of institution 
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providing them - e.g. primary schools^ secondary schools^ universities^ etc. 

If, as In the case of some financial Items, or certain teaching staff, 
the Institution Is the smallest unit fpr which data can be reported, each 
Institution should; be assjl.gned as a whole to the level category Into which the 
principal part of its enrplment fits. If the enrolment Is equally divided 
the institution should be assigned to the higher level category (wlfh an 
appropriate footnote, In th^ statistical return). 



(c) Teaching Staff . 

Although the majority of teachers are connected with progrmm^S'tt^Qt 
fall into a particular ISCEO level category, some are Involved In teaching 
a programme that overlaps the categories or In more than one: programme. in more 
than one level catiegory* Each teacher should be assigned to one ^ category,, 
where possible on the basis of the time spent In teaching at- each J ©ye I. If 
the time spent at each level Is equal or indeterminate, the teacher should be 
assigned to the higher .level (with a footnote Indicating the number. pf such/ 
cases). • ' '•-„^-^- - r ' 

The above examptes of types of statistical ynlts that overl^^^ ISCEO 
I Bve i categor i e& are i ntended to be ill ustratl ve. The convent I on: for hand 1 1 ng 
cases of overlap given In the illustrations should berapp II e(i to cases of 
overlap encountered In reporting on other statistical units such as diplomas 
and awards granted, revenue and expenditure Items^ etc* 



Subject matter 

Within each ISCEO level category, sub-dlvfslons by subject-inatter content 
of programmes are made at two stages. I.e. broad subject fields within which 
narrower subject categories are specified for groups of programmes. For: 
example. In level category 5 Education at the second Jeyel: : second stage, 
broad subject fields such as General programmes containing little or no 
tephhtcal education. Teacher training programmes. Religion and theology 
programmes. Commercial and business programmes, etc. are shown. Within these 
broad fields, categories for groups of programmes such as s General .teacher 
training programmes. Teacher training for pre-school and kindergarten teachers. 
General commercial programmes. Secretarial programmes, etc. are specified. 

Altogether, 22 categories of broad subject fields are used In ISCEO, 
being applied consistently throughout the various level categories wherever 
they are applicable. Within fields, the subject-matter group^)lngs of progrcmrnes 
are presented In as consistent a form as the differences in subject content , 
at different levels p^irmlts. Consistency In subject-matter group content 
at different levels has obvious advantages, but It is less iihportant for a 
classification like ISCED than conformity to the actual pattern of subject 
content found in programmes In most countries. Annexe I to this manual 
provides a tabular presentation of the level, field and programme group 
categories. It shows very clearly the Increasing subject specialization cf 
programmes In the higher level categories. The concentration of "practical" 
subject matter In categories 2, 3 and 5 Is also significant, e.g. Transport 
and communication progranvnes; and Trade, craft and Industrial programmes. 
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Progranynes that overlap subject-matter categories 

In most tountrles the subject content of programmes in education Is 
constantly under review and Is frequently revised. This fluidity Is 
Important If the programmes are to reflect changing soclaland economic 
conditions, plans and objectives. It Is to be expected, therefore, that 
no set of subject'-matter categoi^les can accommodate all existing programmes 
with no overlap. Thus, the field and programme group categories In ISCED 
should be Interpreted as referring to programmes primarl ly consisting of the 
subject-matter content specified. Of course, the ISCED groupings have 
been designed on the basis of common subject combinations and therefore many 
(If not most) programmes will fall Into one field and often Into one programme 
group within the field. 

Programmes that do not fall entirely within one field should be 
assigned to the field within which the principal part of the programme falls 
from the viewpoint of classroom or similar Instructional (Including laboratory 
and field work) time Involved. If the Instructional time Is equally divided 
between two fields (e.g. mathematics and physics, or social science and 
religion) the programme should be assigned to the first-named field In its 
title. This rule assumes that the major field Is named first and the minor 
second, and although this assumption may not be universally correct, a 
definite rule Is required to handle the relatively few cases Involved. The 
same rule should be applied to the assignment of programmes that overlap 
categories for programme groups within a field. For example, a programme In 
music and drama In field 518, or a programme In agricultural economics and 
animal husbandry In fleid 562. 



Ck^nc I us I on 

The existence of a standard classification system does not. In Itself, 
ensure comparable statistics from different sources. Of greater Importance 
Is uniform application of the standard system In the collection end 
tabulation of data 4 This manual Is designed to provide a general guide for 
uniform application of ISCED. With experience In Its use In many countries 
leading to additions and Improvements over the years. Its value should 
Increase; Comments and suggestion^ for Iir^^rovement will be appreciated. 
Another valuable aid to uniform application of ISCED would be a more pomplete 
Index of terms used to describe educational programmes In different countries 
and showing the ISCED code for each term. Steps are now being taKe^ to 
expand the Index In the ISCED volume. \ 

/ 

' i 
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0 


1 


2 


Am 

3 


^^^"^^■^^ LEVELS 
FjELDS ^""""^^-.^ 


EDUCATION PRECEDING THE 
FIRST LEVEL 


EDUCATION AT THE FIRST 
LEVEL 


EDUCATION AT THE SECOND 
LEVEL : FIRST STAGE 


edik:atidn at the second level : 
second stage 


01 G«ntril programmes 


001 General programmes for 
children of pre-primary 

•g« 

00100 General programmes for 
chitdren of pre-primary 
aoe 


101 General elementary 
programmes 

10100 General elementarv 
programmes 


201 General programmes 
containing little or no 
technical education 

20100 General programmes 
containing little or no 
technical education 


301 General programmes containing little 
or no technical education 

30101 General programmes with no special 

sut»iect emphasis 
30104 General programmes with special 

emphasis on humanities arKi social 

sciences 

301 OB General progr amnios with special 

emphasis on mathematics and natural 
or applied sciences 

30199 General programmes with special 

emphasis on other r>on- technical subjacis 


04 E(«m«ntarY programmes 
with soma vocational 
amphasis 




104 Elementary programmes 
with some vocationai 
enophasis 

10400 Elemeniary programmes 
with some vocational 
emphnis 






08 Simpla litaracy 
programmts 




108 Simple literacy 
programmes 

1O800 Simple titeracv 
programmes 






10 Fur>ctional literacy 
programmas 




110 Functional literacy 
programmes 

11000 Functional literacv 
programmes 






14 Taachar traming and 
•ducation tcianca 
programmes 






214 Teacher training 
programmes 

21401 Generat teacher trainirvg 
for elemeniary school 
teaching 

2140B Teacher training for 

specialists such as thota 
in vocatfonat or adutt 
education programmes 

21416 Teacher training for 
•dutt titerttcy teachers 


314 Teacher training programmes 

31401 General teacher training programmes 
3 1 406 Teacher training with ipeci^lzation in a 

«>ecjf k vocationat or practical lubiect 
31412 Teacher tralnir>g for pre^ool end 

kirKJargarten teachen 
31416 Teacher training for teachers in adult 

education 

3 1422 Teacher trBining for t»9ch9rt of 

handicapped chltdran 
31499 Other specialized teacher training 

programmes 


18 Fine arts programmes 








318 Fine end applied arts programmes 

31804 Programmes in drawing and painting 
31812 P rogrammes in h andicraf ts 
3 1 822 Programmes in music 
31 849 Other programmes in fine and applied 
arts 


22 Humanities progremnMt 






> 




26 Raiigion and theology 
programmes 








326 Religion and theology progrcmmat 
32600 Religion and theology programmat 


30 Social and bahaviouril 
acttnos programmes 
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BOUCATtOM AT THE THf RO LEVEL : FIRST 
STAGS OP THE TYPE THAT LEADS TO AN 
AWARO NOT EOUaVALENT TO A FIRfT 
UNIVERSITY DEGREE 


EDUCATION AT THE THIRD LEVEL : FIRST 
STAGE OF THE TYPE THAT LEADS TO A 
FIRST UNIVERSITY DEGREE OR EQUIVALENT 


EDUCATION AT THE THIRD LEVEL : SEc6nd 
STAGE OF THE TYPE THAT LEADS TO A ! 
POSTGRADUATE UNIVERSITY DEGREE OR 
EQUIVALENT j 


EDUCATION NOT \ 
DEFINABLE BY LEVEL \ 




601 OanaraK proBrammtt 

60101 Geftaral programmat with no ipecial 
subject emphatii 

60102 General programmat with emphasis on 
the humanities or the locial and 
behavioural tciancet 

60105 General programmet with emphatii on 
tha natural or applied Klences 

1 


* ! 

1 

! 
i 




\ 




I 

I 








1 




\ 




1 

i 


.1 


514 TMchtr training pfO0r«mm*t 

B1401 Gtnaral teacher training progrsmmet 
51404 T«acher training programme with 

ipaciaJlxatlon In t non-vocational lubjici 
51406 Taachar training programmet for 

taachari of vocational subject! 
61412 Taachar training programmas for pra- 

•chool and kindtrgartan taachart 
51416 Taachar training programnDat for 

taachart in adutt aducatlon. n.a.c. 
51422 Taachar training programmat for teacheri 

of handicappad d^jktran 
51499 Othar ipacializad taachar training 

programmat 


614 Programmas in aducatfon tcianca and 
taachar training 

61401 General teacher training programmat 
61404 Teacher training programmes with ipecial- 

ization In a non-vocational tubject 
61406 Teacher training for teaching practical 

or vocational subiactt 
61412 Teacher training programmet for 

teaching pre-schoot and kindargortan 
61416 Teacher training for taachart in adMlt 

education 

61422 Teacher treintng for teeching handi- 
capped children 
61432 Teacher tratntng for teacher trafnert 
61499 Other programmet in education science 
and teacher training 


714 Programmai in aducation tdanoa 
and taachar training 

71401 General programmes in the educational \ 

sciences j 
71404 Programmes in education with specialize- 1 

tion in curriculum development In a non- ' 

vocational subiect 
71406 Programmes in education with speciali7%- ; 

tlon In curriculum devalopnient In a 

vocational subject \ 
71412 Programmes with specialization in early 

childhood education 
71416 Programmet with toecielization in adutt 

education 

71422 Progranvnet with special izati on in the 
education of the handicapped 

7 1 432 Programmet in education (or teacher 
tre inert 

71472 Programmet in educational science with- 

out teacher treinlng 
71499 Other progremmet In educational science 

and teacher training 


9U Programmts in taachar 
training Including training 
^or axtanilon and othar 
flaids of "non-formal" 
aducation 


51S Firw and •pplitd «tts programnMt 

51801 Ganaral programmat of art itud«« 
5l804 Programmet in drawing and painting 
51806 Progrcmmaf in tculxuring 
51 Bl 2 Programmat In handicrafti 
51822 Programme in mutic 
51 832 ProgrammM in tha dran>a 
61842 Programmat {n photography and 

clnanMitography 
51890 Othar f Ina and applted arts programmat 


618 Fina and appliad arts programmat 

6i80l Generel programmet pf art ttudlet 

61804 Programmet in drawing and painting 

61808 Programmes in sculptM^^ng 

61822 Programmet in mutIc : ' 

61832 Programmes In the dre/na 

61852 Programmes in interior design 

61899 Other fine end applied arts programmat 


718 Fina and appliad arts programmat 

71802 Programmes in the history and phliosophy 
of art 

7 1 804 Programmet in drawl ng and painting 

7 1 806 Programmet in tculpturing 

7 1 822 Programmet in mutic 

7 1 832 Programmes in the drama 

71852 Programmet in Interior detign 

71899 Otfwr fine and applied arti programmat 


918 Fina and appliad arts 
program mas 

j 


522 HumanitiM programmM 

62302 ProgrammM for intarpfvttn and 
tnintli«tort 

S2308 Othar programmat in languagn, axcapt 

tha currant or vamecular languaga 
^^221 1 Programmat in tht currant or vernacular 

\ languaga and its Htaratura 
5228^ Other humanitfet programmat 

\ 

\ 


822 Humanitias programmat 

62201 Genaral programmes in the humanities 
6221 1 Programmes in the current or vernacular 

languaga and Its literature 
6221 5 Programmet in other living lenguagei 

and their )iltrelure 
62221 Programmet in "dead " iar^eget end 

their Hteretura 

62tf$1 Progremmet in llngulttlcs 

^241 Programnnet in oomparath« literatura 

82251 Programmet in history 

62261 Programmet in archaeology 

62271 Programmet in philosophy 

82299 Other programmes in the humonitiat 


722 Humanitiat programmat 

7221 1 Programmes in ttie current or verneouler 

lertguage and its litereture 
72216 Programmet in other living languaget end 

their litereture 
72221 Programmet In "dead" languaget and 

their litsreture 
72231 Programmet in Unguiftiet 
72241 Programmet in oomparatlve litereture 
72261 Programmet in hittory 
72261 Programmet in archaeology 
72271 Programmet in phlloaophy 
72299 Other humanltiet programmes 


920 Languaga ("foraign" or 
saoofid languaga) 
progfMnmas 

i 
I 

^22 Humanttlas programmat 

1 n.a.e. 

i 

1 • 

i 


S26 Rtiifk>n mid ttwdogy progrMmmt 
52000 Retigion m\<i thao4ogy programme* 


526 RaOgkm and thaology programmtt 

62600 Religion end theology progremmet 


726 Raiigion and thaology programmat 
72600 Religion arKi theology programmet 


028 Rallglon and thaology 
programmes 


830 Social and b#Nvk«urtl iciaiiM 
prasrantniat 

S3 O f^mtrm in Monomict 
S3C n 1 r^ rmrnnn in polhical icienca 
sac rssnmat in tociotogv 
g3ajffliaBiajij^r»mmai in pavchotegy 


630 Social and bahaviotirsi fdanoa 
programmat 

63001 Generel programmes in the tociei and 

behavioural adenoet 
63012 Economtet programmet 
63022 Political tdanoa progcammat 


730 Social and bahavioural teianoa 
programmes 

73012 Economics progranrmtet 
73022 Political idence programmet 
73033 Programmet In demography 
73035 Proyammas In sociology 


030 Soda! and bahavkNirat 
sdanca programmes ^ 













34 Commrcial and buiintis 

tdminiftntion 
programme 






234 Commerciil programmes 

23401 General commercial 

programmat 
23404 Typinfi and shorthand 

prbgrarnmat 
23499 Other commarcial 

programmes 


334 Commercial and buitnets programnMt 

33401 Genera] commercial programmes 
33404 Secretarial programmes 
33408 Clerical*typtft programmes 
33414 Programmes in the operation of offm 
machines 

33499 Other commercial and business 
programmes 


38 Law and iuri^)rud«nca 
programmM 








■\ 

\ 


42 Natural idf not 
pfogrimmti 








\- , 


46 Mathamatics and 
computar Kianca 
programmti 










SO MadJcal and para- 
madical proorammts 






250 Haatth*ralat»d auxiliary 
programmai 

25001 Ganaral medical 

auxiliary programmai 
25011 Nursing programmes 
25021 Midwifery programmes 
25099 Other health-related 
auxitlary programmes 

\ 


350 Haalth-ralatad auxiliary programmat 

36001 Generel med(cal aiixMlary progremmei 
36011 Nursing programmes 
36021 Midwifery progremmei 
35099 Other health-related auxiliary 
programmes 


54 Enginaartng proflrammti 






\ 
\ 

/ 




56 ArdiilvctiM^ and town 
planning progrcmmM 






( 




82 Agricultural forattry 

O Imty programmts 
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282 AgrlcuHural, foraitry 
and fisharv programmM 

26201 Ayleultural programmti. 
general 


362 Agricultural^ forestry and fishary 
programmai 

36201 Geiwral agriculturil prognimfnet . 
36204 Animal husbandry programmes 





63062 Psychology programmes 
63062 Geography programmet 
63072 Sttxfiet of regional cultures 
63099 Other social and behavioural science 
program nrm 


73062 Geography programmet 
73072 Studies of regional cultures 
73099 Other lociel and behavioural science 
progremnrm 




534 CommtrcUl end busifttss adminhtri- 
tiof) pffogrsmrTMi 

63401 Generil QO«nm*rci«l programmet 

B340a Secretarial programnm 

63403 Accountincy programrrm 

5341 2 Programmes in biJSir>en machine opere- 

tion except electronic data proceising 
63422 Programme* in elecuontc date proceuing 
63432 Programmes in ttock market end 

invettment enalyiii 
53442 Programme* In public adminii tration 
63452 Programmes in imtitutional 

administration 
53462 Buiin«ss adminiitretlon, marketing and 

sales programmet 
53499 Other commerciel and busjneii 

programows 


834 Butirmn edmlnittration and related 
program met. 

63401 Generel programmes in business 

•dminiitration (oommerca) 
63403 Programmes in business administration 

with specialization in accountancy 
63409 Programmes In business administration 

with other specieli ration 
63442 Programmes In public administration 
63452 Programmet in industrial administration 


734 Business administration and related 
programmes 

73403 Programmes In business admln'stretion 
with tpecielization in accountancy 

73406 Programmes in busineta administration 
with speclalizetion in marketing 

73407 Programmes in butinets administration 
with tpecializotion In finance end 
investnwnt 

73409 Programmet in business administration 

with other tpecielization 
73442 Programmes in public administration 
73462 Programmes in institutional 

edminittration 


934 Commercia}, clerical, 
business and public 
administration 
programmes 




838 Law ar>d jurisprudence programmes 

63801 General progremmes In lew 
638t2 Programmes for "notairei" 


738 taw and Jurisprudence programmes 

7380.? Programmes In jurisprudence end 

history of law 
73804 . Programmes in international law 
73806 Programmes in labour law 
73806 Piogrammes in maritime law 
73899 Other law end jurisprudence programme! 


938 Programmes in (aw 


542 Natural tcienca progrtmmai 

54202 Programmes in biological ictence 
54212 Programmet in chemistry 
54222 Programmet in geological science 
54232 Programmes in physics 
64299 Other natural science programmes 


642 Natural science programmes 

64202 Biological science programmes 
64212 Chemistry programmes 
64222 Geological sciences programmes 
64232 Physics programmes 
64242 Astronomy programmes 
64252 Mflteoroiogy programmes 
64262 Oceanography programmes 
64299 Other natural science programmes 


742 Natural sdanoe programmes 

74202 Biological tciences programmes 
742^2 Chemistry programmes 
74222 Geological sciences programmes 
74232 Physics programmes 
74242 Astronomy programmes 
74252 Meteorology programmet 
74262 OcearH>graphy programmet 
74299 Other natural science programmes 


942 Natural science 
programmes 


546 Mathematics and computer science 
programmes 

54601 General programnrws in mathematics 
5481 1 Programmes in statistics 
54621 Programmes in actuarial science 
54639 Other progremmes in applied 

mathematics 
64641 Programme* in comouter science 


646 Mathematics and computer science 
programmes 

64601 General programmes in mathematics 
64611 Programmes in statistics 
64621 F^ogrammes in actuerial science 
64639 Other programmes in mathematics 
64641 Programmes in computer science 


746 Mathematics and computer science 
programmes 

7461 1 Programmes in statistics 
74621 Programmes in actuarial scienqe 
74639 Other progremmes in mathematics 
7464T Progremmes in computer science 


946 Mathematics and 
computer science 
programmes 


E60 Medical ar»d para-medical 
programmes 

65002 Public health inspection programmes 

55012 N ur si r>g progremmes 

5S015 Midwifery progremmes 

55022 Physiotherapy and occupational 

therapy programmes 
66032 MedicaT x-ray technology programmes 
66039 Othe- medical technology programnrtet, 

except dentel technology 
55042 Dental practitioner progremmes 
56046 Dental technology programnnes 
65062 Pharmacy programmes 
55062 bptomatry programmes 
56099 Other medical and para*nnedjcal 

programrrve* 


650 Medical arxl para-medical programmes 

65002 Progremmes in medicine and surgery 
66012 Programmes in dentistry, stomatology, 

odontology 
65022 Programmes in pharmacy 
65032 Programmes in nursing 
65042 Medical technology programmet 
65052 Rehabilitetion medicine programmes 
65062 Programmes in hygiene 
65099 Other medical and para medical 

programnnes 


750 Medical eo^nce programmes 

75002 Progr^Armp^n rT>ftdical specielitles 
75012 Programmes in dental and stomatological 
specialities 

75099 Other medicel science programmes 


950 Health-related 
programmes 


664 Enfiineering iNDgrammei 

56402 Progremmes In surveying 

55406 Progremmes ih> draftiiig and design 

66412 Chemical engir^eering and mater iels 

technology programmes 
56416 Civi) engineering technology 

programmes \ 
56422 Electrical and electronics engineering 

technology programmes 
66426 Industrial engineering technology 

programmes 
56432 Metallurgical engineering technology 

programmes 
55436 Mining engineering technology 

progremmes 
56442 Mechanica} engineering technology 

progrannmes, n.e.c. 
55452 Agricultural and forestry engineering 

technology programmes 
56490 Othur erniineering programmes 


654 Engineering programmei 

65412 Chemical engineering programmes 
65416 Civil engineering programmes 
65422 ElectricaLa^ electronics engineering 

progremmes 
65426 Induttriel engineering programmes 
65432 Metallurgical erigineerir>g progremmes 
65436 Mining engineering programmes 
65442 Mechenical engineering progremrrm 
65453 Agricultural engineering programmes 
65463 Forestry engineerlngprogr. mes 
65499 Other engineering pwogram 


754 Engineering programmet 

7541 2 Chemical engineering progremmes 
76416 Civil engineering progremmei 
75422 Electrical and electronici engineering 

programmes j 
75426 Industrie^ engineering progrerrtmet 
75432 Metallurgical ertgineerlhg programmes 
75436 Mining engineering programmet 
76442 Mechenical er>gfneering programmet 
75453 Agricultural engineering programmes 
75463 Forettry engineering programmet 
75499 Other engineering progremmet 


954 Engineering programmes 


668 Ardiftactural and town planning 
programmes 

S6602 Progremmes in structural architecture 
56812 Profiramnm in landscape lirchitecture 
56822 Progremrrtes in town or community 
planning 


658 Architectural artd town planhing 
programmes 

65802 Programmes in structural architecture 
66812 Programnrtet In larMJtcape architecture 
65822 Programmes in town planning 


758 Architectural and town planning 
programmes 

75802 Programnr>et in ttructural architecture 
75812 Programmet in larMJtcape architecture 
75822 Programnr>et in town pCanning 


968 Architectural srKl town 
planning programmes 


582 Aorieultural, fortitry and fishery 
nmes 

68 1 programmes in agrlcu Itore 
68&™i"^™3.i»l huibandrv programmes 


862 Agricultural, forestry and fishery 
programmes 

66201 General programmes in agriculture 
8S203 Animal husbandry programinei 


782 Agricultural, forestry and fishery 
programmes 

76203 Animal husbandry programmes 
76206 Hortioulturt programmes 


962 Agricultural, forestry 
and fishery progrwimes 









ipecialized 
2621 1 Forestry programmes, 
general 

26215 Forestry programmes, 

^Mcialized 
26221 Fishery programmes, 

general 

2622S Fishery progrannmes, 
^>ecl8>ized 


36231 OerMMrai forestry programmes 
362S1 General fishery programmes 

36299 Other agricultural, forestry and 

fishery pc ogrammes f 


€8 Horn* •conomia 
(ck>m«fltic tdtnc*) 
programmM 




. o 


268 Home economics 
(domestic science) 
. programmes . 

26601 General homeAconomics 
programmes | 

26604 Home economici pro* 
grammes with Vre< 
vocational tralnVg ^n 
drotsmAing and arming 

26608 Home economics p\- 
(p;ammes with pre- \ 
vocational training In \^ 
cooking and food 
preservation 

26699 . Other home economics 
programmes 


366 Home economics (domestic science) 
programmes 

36601 General programmes fn home economics 
3661 2 Programmes with emphasis on nutrition 
36622 Programmes with emphasis on child care 
36699 Other home economics programntes 


90^ ■ TpBinpnrfiKi 

eommunicatJont 
programiTMi 








370 Trensport and communications 
programmes 

37004 Ships' officer programmes 

37006 Rellwey operating trades programmes 

37006 Road motor vehicle operation 

programmes 
37022 Progremmes on Installation and 

maintenance of communications 

equipment 
37026 Postal service programnwi n.ex. 
37029 Other communicatjons progremmes 


74 Tn69, crtft and 

industrUil programnMi 






274 Trade, craft end irnkiS" 
triii programmes, n.o.c. 

2740t General trade end craft 

programnr^ 
27404 Matel trades programmes 
27406 Woodvrarlcing trades 

programmes 
27412 Electrical trades 

programmes 
27416 Building trades 

programmes, n.a.c. 
27422 ^ Mechanical repair trades 

program nws 
27428 Printing and bookbinding 

trades programmes 
27432 Leather and textile 

trades programmes 
27438 Food and drjnk processing 

trades programmes 
27442 Service trades programnm 
27499 Other trade Craft 

programmes 


374 Trade, craft and industrial progrsmmts, 
n.a.c. 

37401 Generel progremmes with e trade, -craft 

or irtdustrial an>phatis 
37404 Metal trades programmes. n.e.c. 
37406 Woodworking trades programmes 
3741 2 Electrical and electronic trades 

progranvnes 
37416 6u(idlng trades programnws. n.ex. 
37422 Progremmes for mechanics 
37428 Graphic arts programmes 
37432 Leather end textile tredes programmes 
37436 Food end drink prooassing trades 

programmes ^ 
37442 Programmes in lervloe trades ^ 
37461 Laboratory aulstant programmes 
37499 Other trede. craft and Industrial 

programmes, n.ex. 


80 SpteUI proyramnMs for 
tht handicapped 


080 Special programmei for 
the harxlicapped 

08000 Special progrMnmst for 
the handicapped 


180 Special programmes for 
the handicapped 

1B001 Special programmes for 

tha handicapped, general 

education 
1S005 Special programmes for 

the mentally 

handicapped 


280 Special programmes for 
the hendicapped 

28001 Special programmes 
for the handicapped, 
genera) education 

28005 Speciel programmes 
for the mentally 
handicapped 


380 Speciel programmes for the hendicapped 

38000 Speciel progremmes for the handicapped 


99 Othar progrcmmes 

o 

ERJ.C 




199 Other programmes of 
education at the ftrtt 
level 

19900 Other programmes of 
education at the first 
lever 


299 Other programmes of 
education et the second 
level : first stage 

29900 Other programmes of 
education et the second 
level ; first stage 

J 


399 Othj^r^ptogranimes of education at the 
second level : second stage 

39999 Other programmes of educatk>n at the 
second level : second stage, n.e.c. 









68S1'2 Agricultural •conomlcs proQr«mmet 
80226 Soil and wattr tachnologY programme 
96232 Animal health programrrwi 
66249 Oth«r programmM in agriculture 
66262 Forestry and forest products 

technology pfogrammej 
S6272 Fuherv pfOflrammei 


66206 Crop husbandry programmei 
66212 Agricultural economics programmes 
66222 Food sciences and technology 

programmes 
66226 Soil and water sciencas programrr>es 
66232 Programmes in veterinary medldne 
66249 Other programmes In agriculture 
66262 Forestry programmes 
66272 Programnws in fishery science and 

technology 


76212 Agricultural economics programmes 
76222 Food sciences and technology 

programmes • 
76226 Soil and water Iclences programmes 
76232 Programmes in veterinary medicine 
76249 Other programmes in agriculture 
76262 Forestry programmes 
76272 Programmes In fishery science and 

technology 




666 Hom« economics (domestic scienca) 
programmes 

56601 Genera! proorammet in home economics 
5661 2 Programmei with emphasis on household 

food management nnd nutrition 
56622 Programmes with emphatii on child care 
56632 Programmes with emphatii on house- 
hold art! 

56699 Other home economics programmes 


666 Home economics (domestic science) 
programmes 

66601 General home economics (domestic 

scienca) programmes 
56612 Progremmes in home economics with 

emphasis on household and consumer 

food research; nutrition 
66632 Programmes in home economics with 

emphasis on household arts 
66699 Other hon>e economics programmes 


766 Home economics (domestic science) 
programmes 

76612 Programmes in household and consumer 

food research, nutrition 
76632 Programmes in household arts 
76699 Other home economics programmes 


966 Home economics 
programmei 

■ 


570 Transport artd communications 
programmes 

57002 Air crew programmes 

57004 Ships' officer programmes 

57006 Railway operating trades programmes 

57006 Road motor vehicle operation 

programmes 
57022 Programmes on installation and 

maintertance of communication 

equtpmont 

57026 Postal service programmes, n e.c. 
57029 Other commur^ications programnrws 






970 Transport and 
communication 
programmes 


574 Trade, craft and industrial programmes, 
n.e.c. 

B7402 Industrial and domestic electricity 
programn>es 

57404 Eleclrontcs equlpiment installation and 

iervicir>g programmes 
57406 Programmes in nnechanic and repair 

trades, n.e.c. 
57412 Metal trades programmes, n.e.c. 
57422 Food proceuing arvd service programmes 
57432 Textile technology programmes 
57442 Graphic arts programmes 
57452 Optical leni'making programmes 
57462 Uaboratory technician programn^s 
57499 Other trade, craft and industrial 

programmes, n.e.c. 




\ 


974 Trade, craft and 

industrial programmes 

978 Programmes in handicrafts, 
hobbies, sports and 
physical education 










509 Other progremmes of education at the 
third level : first stage, of the type that 
leads to an award not equivalent 1o a 
first university degree 

59902 Programmes in journaliim 

59904 Programmes in radio and television 

broadcasting 
59907 Publfc relations programmes 
59909 Other programmes in communications 

arts 

59912 Programmes in police work and related 

law enforcement 
S99l5 Fire protection and fire fighting 

programmes - • 
60917 Military programmes 
59919 Other programmes in civil security 
59922 Library technician programmes 
59925 Programmes for technicians in museums 

and limilar repositories 
59929 Programmes for documentation 

personnel, n.e.c. 
99932 Programmes in social wvork 
60942 Programmes in vocational counselling 
: 50062 Programmes in envlronmantal studies 
61 O grammes in physical education 
5ip P 1 f^'m programmes of education at the 
teiiet: ftm ftaaa. ot the type that 
^^^^^^i^^Lli to an ■wend not M|uivalent to a 


699 Other education at the third level : first 
stage, of the type that leads to a first 
university degree or equivalent 

69902 Journalism programmes 

69904 Programmes in radio and television 

broadcasting 
69907 Public relations programmes 
69909 Other programmes in communication 

arts 

69913 Programmes in criminology 
69919 Other civil security and military 

programmes 
69922 Library science programmes 
69932 Social welfare programmes 
69942 Programmes in vocational counselMng 
69952 Programmes in environmental studies 
69962 Programmes in physical education 
69972 Programmes in nautical science 
69999 Other programmes of education at the 

third level : first stage, of the type that 

leads to a ffrst university degree or 

equivalent, n.e.c. 

. .... ^ .. ... . - 


79S Other programmes of education at the 
third level : second stage, of the type 
that leads to.a postgraduate university 
degree or equivalent 

79902 Journalism programmes 

79904 Programmes in radio and tetevision 

broadcasting 
79907 PuWic reiations progratrimes 
79909 Other programmes in communications 

arts 

79913 Programmes in criminology 
79919 Other civil security and military 

programmes 
79922 Library science programmes 
79932 Social welfare programmes 
79942 Programmes in vocational counselling 
79952 Programmes in environmental studies 
79999 Other programmes of education at the 

third level : second stage, of the type 

that leads to a postgraduate university 

degree or equivalent, n.e.c. 


999 Other education not !^ 
'Jtff inable by level 

1^. 



ANNEX I I - THE USE OF ISCED IN A PROGRAMME OF 
ADULT EDUCATION STATISTICS 



INTRODUCTION 

The Importance of Adult Education 

A growing recognition of the Importance of adult education Is, evident on 
all sides. The expansion of scientific research, the knowledge explosion, 
the growth of world population, the accelerated rate of change In human society 
and Its environment resulting from new technology, the dangers to the 
environment that many of these changes threaten - all these mean that the knowledge 
acquired by young people at school and university tends to beqoihe Inadequate In 
the changed society work and envlronipent that they encounter In adult life. 

If those who have been exposed to school and unl vers! tyj education are 
Insufficiently equipped for life In a changing world, how much less equipped are 
those who have jacked this experience. In many developing countries the 
population expl6sion has outpaced the possible expansion of the school system, ; 
so that a growing number, albeit a smaller percentage, of the world's adult ! 
population Is sti 1 1 1 1 Mterate. For them education and training are vitally 
Important, both for their own fulf! Iment and to enable them to make a 
significant contribution to national development.' At the same time In 
Industrialized countries. Increasing possibilities for leisure arising from the 
new technology lead to extensive danands for adult education which will contribute 
to a more creative and satisfying life. 

Finally, economic considerations suggest that the increasing application 
of scarce resources to the expansion of the educational system In countries at 
all stages of development be based upon an examination of the relative cost- 
effect I veness of expansion In the regular school system as against expansion In 
facilities for education and training for younger adults. 



The need for Adult Education Statistics , 

The Increasing Importance of adult education should be reflected In 
Integrated plans for IIfe*long education as an element In national development 
plans. Planning, however. Is Impossible without adequate statistics. 

Educational statistics from the school and university (J) systems have 
been available. In att countries and Internationally, for many years. In the 
case of adu ft education, however, little or no statistical Information exists. 
This Is due In large measure to the variety of educational activities undertaken 
by adults and young people out of school (2) , to the sporadic nature of much of 
this activity, and still more to the diversity of agencies, both governmental 
and private, which provide such educational programmes. 



(1) In this oontexts ^^imiversity^ is taken to include education provided by all 
institutions of higher education^ i^e. jjunior colleges, etc* as well as 
universities. 




fS) The tern ^'adult education^ is used throughout this document as synonymous 
; w£tfc '^cut of school education^. 
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The need for more adequate statistics of adult education Is on record 
In numerous reports resulting from national and International enquiries and 
meetings. Most recently the Third International Conference of Adult 
Education sponsored by UNESCX) In Tokyo In August 1972 ca I led attention to 
"the absence of any methodology for listing the various forms of adult 
education and the Imperative need for statistical data In order to work out 
Implement adult education plans. (2) 



Since 1966, parallel to the growing demand, the Off Ice of Statistics of 
UNESCX), with the help of consultants and two International meetings of experts, 
has developed an InternatlonaT Standard Classification of Education (ISCED), 
as an Instrument "for col lecting and compi 1 1 ng statistics of education both 
within Individual countries and Internationally". 

It Is Intended that "this classification (ISCED) will apply to data both 
from the school and university systems and to the wide range of programmes 
of organized education and training provided outside these systems." 

ISCED thus provides a framework for the collection and analysis of 
statistics In adult education. But It Is Just* a framework. The task of 
establishing efficient statistical systems to accommodate adult education 
within (!oijntrles and on a world scale will still be formidable. Recognizing 
these problems, the Tokyo Conference recommended (2) that Unesco : 

"I. sponsor systematic research with a view to defining the criteria 
for classifying adult education activities; 

2. invite Member States to support such research; 

3. visualize an Initial data-gathef Ing project with a view to setting 



Purposes of this present Manual 

This Manual Is Intended to offer guidance to Member States undertaking 
pilot studies of the kind envisaged In the third point of 'the above 
recommendation, and eventually, after testing and modification, to become the 
standard operating Manual for all countries. It siii^gests fhe type of - 
organization required In a typfcal country, the n^ed for existing statistical, 
systems to be adapted or new Systems planned, and how the col lection of data 
should be planned. 



ISCED 




(V VN ESCX) , Pinal Report of the Intematioml Confevenoe of Adult Eduoation, 
(X>irFEDAD 8t PaHe, 19?2j Reaomimulation 16. 

O 

ERJC V^SCO COSFBDAD 8 (Tokyo) op.oit,: Reoornnendation IS, 



I 
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The Manual Is wrftten In a ca-^egorl cat style fn an attempt to clarify 
and standardize procedures. This should not be taken to Imply that the 
techniques and procedures proposed are definitive or Infalitblo* Indeed^ the 
Manual should be regarded as a Working draft to be progressively amended and 
Improved as It Is tested In pilot experiments* 

It suggests the app 1 1 cat I on of ISCED to the collection of adult education 
statistics. At the same time It Is recognized that ISCED Itself Is a working 
draft to tested and Improved. 

DEFINITIONS 

Adult Education 

The term "adult education" Is used as synonymous\wlth "out-pfrschool 
educatlon^V to mean Vorgan I zed programmes of education prpvlde^\for the benefit 
and adapted to the needs of persons hot enrol led In regular school , "col lege or 
university and generally older thd^ fifteen." 

Application of the above definition requires a CrI ear statem^^ what Is 
meant by "education" In the widest sen$e« "Education" nay: be defined as 
"organized communication designed to bring about learning (I .e. lasting ' 
^ changes In behaviour. Information, knowledge, understand Ing, attttudis, s^^^^ 
or capabi I Ity)". - This definition differs si Ightly -f rom the one to be found 
In the Introduction to isCED/namely '•prgan|2©<l sustained Instruction 
designed to communicate a combination pf knowledge, skills and understanding 
valuable for all the act j>^l ties of ]Ife." fl^ 

The ISCED definition excludes "self -directed I bam I ng" arid "random 
learning", because these Involve no teaching/ I earning relationship, arid would 
be very difficult to measure statistical ly. It also e>^ludes "activities 
which have no direct educattonaj purpose or which are not planned , In 
systematic sequence, for example, recreational activities. Sport and tour I sn* 
with no direct educational purpose; Isolated events Involving no sustained 
educational activity, such as one or two public lectures, conferences or 
meetings; entertainment; Information; advertising; other social and 
corporate activities, such as meetings of clubs and associations or work 
. camps Involving no explicit educational aim; activities primarl ly concerned 
with the production of goods or services. (2) 

The spectrum of "adult education" based upon IsCfeo thus excludes, at one 
extreme, abtfvltles which are not regarded as "education" (random learning), end 
activities which do not Involve a teaching/lemming relationship (self- 
directed learning); and at the other extreme. It exclude^ "regular school 
and university education" (3) as being "non-adult" education. 



(1) ISCED l.RBY.ypara* 31 

(2) ISCED l.REV.j, para. 31 

f 



(3) Regular achool and university coureee may aometime be attended by 'adults^ 
alohg with etudente of ^normal ' affe. Where these oourees are not planned 
for, or adapted to the needs of adults, they should not be regarded as 
O 'adult education' and the adults enrolled will appear in statistics as 
cKJC students in the regular coursesj^ only differentiated where student age is 
analysed. - . . ■ . ' • ^^Xj . ' 
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Formal and Non-Formal Adult Education 




Within this spectrum of adult education, a distinction between "formal" 
and "non-formal" education Is useful both In ^tlstlcal col lection and^ 
analysis. This distinction Is essentially based upon formal enrotment'or 
registration of students which Is present In "formal" educatlpn and absent 



"Formal" and "non-formai" adult education generally exist side by side 
In the same country. Indeed, a single educational agency or efet^bl l^hment ' 
mdy provide both types.' 



A Ministry of Agriculture may, for example, organize "formal" courses 
of training In which farmers are enrolled to follow a prescribed curriculum. 
The same Ministry may have an extension service which communicates information, 
knowledge and ski 1 1 to farmers. This latter would be classified as "non^ 
formal" education because the "students" are not enrolled. The Information 
and advice communicated Ts not based on an established curriculum, but on the 
Immediate needs and problems of the clients. It Is regarded as "education" 
even If called an "advisory service", because there Is a teaching/ I earning 
relationship between the providing agency and the beneficiaries. This does^ 
not necessarily mean that those who learn or acquire Information, knowledge 
or ski lis are cal led or consider themselves "students" - they may be thought 
of rather as "clients" or "target audiences". Equally, those who Impart 
the Information need not be called "teachers", but, for example, "Instructors", 
"extension workers", "demonstrators", "animators" or "community development 
workers^'. 

Again, an educational broadcasting agency may transmit a course by 
radio for which students are enrolled and another for which they are not. 
Both may have similarly planned curricula or programmes, the first would be 
regarded as "formal", the second as "non-formal". ' - - 

It should be obvious from these examples that "formal" education Is not 
a synonym for "school and university" education, nor Is "non-formal" a 
synonym for "out-of -school" and "adult education". All school and university 
education Is essentially "formal". In the sense that students are enrol ledo 
Adult education, however, can be "formal" or "non-formal", the distinction Is 
not a sharp one, but needs to be made fo^ statistical purposes." In particular 
the types of data obtainable differ In some respects; for example, statistics 
of student enrolment are by definition unobtainable In the "non-formal" 



This Manual therefore provides guidance In the use of ISCED for the 
collection and analysis bf statistics for both "formal" and "non-formal" 
adult education and separate procedures for data collection have been devised 
to cater for the two different areas. 



from "non-formal "• 




Examples of "formal" and "non-formal" adult educattog 



field. 
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tSCED APPLtED TO ADULT EDUCATION 
The ISCED system (2) 

For reasons atready quoted, ISCED Is Intended to be used for **out*of- 
schoo I" or "adult education'' as well as tor school and unlverfJty statistics* 
It will thus be possible, keep^ing pace with the exp^^^^ of adult education 
and iHiiB'dewlopment of relevant statistics, present a more complete and 
fntegratcfd picture of the total educational provision In any country and 
eventually In the world as a whole* 

The ISCED document is essentially a functionary x>f educational programmes* 
Each programme has a code number, a short title and a definlttoni Definitions 
are provided to assist users of the ISCED system In Interpreting the short 
titles which are Inevitably somewhat cryptl^* 

Programmes have been arranged in order of code number, so It will be 
heipfuT for users ^ to understand the logic of the coding system* The code for 
a prografmie of studies consists of fTve digits* 



levels (dlQtt I ) 

The first digit Identifies the leyel^ whlchy as the tern liripiles^ 
distinguishes the broad steps of educatloffal progression from thfipiv^ 
elementary to tt)e most advanced* Provision has been made for p^iipj^^ 
which cannot be defined by level, and some fonna I adult educatl^ 
as al t non-*format adult education, ^wl 1 1 fat I Into this category* The codes^ 
for lev4l are as fohpws 

0 Education preceding the first level 

/ I "" Education at the first level 

2 Education at the second level : first stage 

3 Education at the second level : second stage 

5 Education at the third level : first stage, of the type that leads 
to an award not equivalent to a first university degree 

6 Education at the third level : first stage, of the type that leads 
to a first university degree or equivalent 

7 Education at the third level : second stage, of the type that Yiwds 
to a postgraduate university degree or equl>ratent 

9 Education not definable by level 

These levels are defined In the Introduction of the ISCED document, 
paragraphs 8-15. 



^t) THb eecrticn should prefmably be etudied in conjunction i^th the documnt 
ISCED l.RBV., avaiUile from Uneaco. 

%i) Hit not be oppUoebU to adult education. 
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It should be possible to Identify the *'Levels",o^mony gf the programmes and 
courses given In formal adult education. This wl J I not be done by reference to 
the age of students but by reference to the prior ei*icatIonal experience explicitly 
or tmpltcltly required by the student to follow the programme. In certain cases 
this will be explicitly required for enrolment; e.g. "In order to follow this 
course students should have secondary education with (a) or (b) certificates In 
X and y subjects** (Levels 5 or 6), or "Students should 'be graduates In x or y" 
(Level ?)• In other cases programmes or courses can be compared In *'dlff lenity* 
or actual content to corresponding programmes In the schools or universities. 
Or again the pdult education organizers or teachers can assess what sort of prior 
educational experience students would be expected to have, even though this ^s. 
not explicitly stated In the prospectus or required for registration. 

Where It proves Impossible by any of these means to determine the level of 
any programme, it will have to be classified at the first digit as category 9 
"Educetlon not definable by level**. 

In non-formal adult education where registration or enrolment does not 
occur end where **cllents**, "target audiences** or **reclp tents** are likely to be 
more varied In educational background, Tt will rarely be possible to identify 
programmes by level and they will be assumed to be category 9. Therefore In the * 
collection and analysis of statistics on non-formal adult education no category 
for ** level** need be used. 



Fields (Digits 2 and 3) 

Digits 2 and 3 Identify the field of study. The meanJng of a field code 
will not vary when preceded by a different code for level. Thus, code 62 wilt 
mean **Agr I culture, forestry and fishery programmes** at levels 2, 3, 5, 6, 7 and 
9. Of course some fields do not exist at every level, e.g. law and Jurisprudence 
prograTiTies are not found at levels 2 or 3 while literacy programmes occur only 
at lev^l I. The field codes are listed In paragraph 39 of the Introduction to 
ISC^D and definitions for combinations of level and field can be fpund in the 
main section of the report. A tabular presentation of I S(XD levels, fields and 
programmes constitutes Annex I to this provisional guide. 

It Is assumed that all programmes whether formal or non-fcrrM! w!!! be 
identifiable as falling within one of the fields listed. Some may perhaps 
\overlap two or even more, in which case entries should be classified on the basis 
of the study time (classrocm or equivalent) assigned to each field, but If this 
Information is not available, to the field that eppears to be the most Important* 



Programmes (Digits 4 and 5) 

Digits 4 and 5 identify programme ; for the various levels and ftel 
Although it would be possible to classify much of adult education by "Pr 
and this may eventually become the accepted practice. It Is ^ 
suggested that In the Initial stages of building up and testing out a system 
for adult education, only a limited number of programmes be sep'srately Identified. 



s. 

grammes** 
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STATISTICAL SERVICE FOR ADULT EDUCATION 
National Organization 

The responsibility for collecting and compi 1 1 ng statistics on adult 
education should be vested In a competent central organization. In some 
countries, where adult education statistics are already collected, an adult 
education statistical unit may exist. 

! 

Where comprehensive statistics have not been collected previously In this 
field, and the government accepts the necesslty^f doing so, the first step 
will be to set up a new unit or to Invest respdHlbl llty In an existing organi- 
zation. This may be the central government statistical bureau or department, 
or the statistical office of the Ministry of Education (though It must be 
remembered that In many countries adult education does not fall within the 
responsibility of this, or any other, single Ministry)^ Other possibilities 
are non-governmental organizations, national adult education associations, or 
adult education Institutes or departments within the university system. 

The functions of the national unit responsible for adult education 
statistics might appropriately be defined as fol lows 

1) to study the present Manual and accompanying documents, and In 
particular ISCED, and to determine how they can be applied wlthUn the 
country; 

2) to make a survey of agencies providing adult education; 

3) to plan the collection of data; 

4) ^ to collate and process the data; 

5) to arrange publication of the data and to submit It to Unesco and 
other Interested bodies. 

In [larger countries, and especially those operating under a federal 
system, many of these functions will have to be decentralized to regional, 
state or provincial government or other agencies. 



Initial Study and Planning 

The first task of the national unit will be to make an Initial study of 
this Manual and of ISCEO. The alms of such a study might be 

1) to consider their applicability, nationally and locally, to the task 
of collecting and analysing adult education statistics; 

2) to consider any changes and amendments required In the proposed 
procedures, forms and Instructions; 

3) to communicate to the Statistical Office of Unesco any comments, 
criticisms or proposed amendments to the Manual and/or ISCED. 
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Where there Is already an established system for cx)llectlng adult 
educatron stattst1C5 It wtl l be for the natlonat unfi- to decttte^low far^ thls — 
could and should be modified to bring It Into line with the Une?*co system. 
Conversely It may be considered desirable to add elements which may be required 
for national purposes to the Unesco system, particularly to the data 
collection forms. 

Once the applicability of the Manual and of ISCED to the task In hand Is 
accepted, the national unit will need to develop a plan to carry It out. 
The following five sub-sections suggest the procedures that might be 
incorporated In such a plan. 

A Survey of Adult Education Agencies 

The first procedure proposed for the national unit, working where 
appropriate through authorized regional units. Is to carry out a nationwide 
survey of agencies providing adult education of all kinds. The alms of thls^ 
survey should be 

1) to draw up a complete register, directory or "map" of adult 
education agencies; 

2) to Identify those agencies which could and should supply relevant 
data. 

Some countries already possess Information, for example In reports, 
directories or yearbooks, which may make a survey unnecessary or at least 
lighten the task. Where such Information Is not available or not 
sufficient, the task of locating agencies may be considerable* 

Col lection of Da ta ^ 

An analysis of the responses to the survey should Indicate the agencies > 
which claim to provide adult education and which «rft able and willing to / * 
supply data. Their addresses will presumably be transferred from the 
Register to a mailing list. 

The next step will be to send to each agency a standard letter 
requesting them to provide the Information required^ together with detailed ! 
Instructions and guidance on how to do this • and the requisite forms. • 

/ 

Use of ISCED In c o llect i on and col lation of data 1^ 

' , ■ ■' ' " ' . / 

It Is assumed that copies of ISCED I. REV. wKI be available to the 
staff of national statistical units but Hot to the agencies actuaUy providing 
adult education, whose staff will be responsible for col lecting and submlttlhg 
the primary statistical data. It Is therefore suggested that Instructions 
to these* agencies should simply indicate the existence and significance of 
ISCED and should be so framed as to ensure that the statistical returns are 
coded as nearly as possible within the ISCED framework. The responsibility 
for checking and verifying these retums and reconciling them with the ISCEO 

^Yr^^s'* 'cation 4Hn therefore rest wlfii the national statistical 

^lanlzatlon/unlt. 
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The assumption has been made that the data available for "non-formal" 
adult education wri I differ considerably from that for "formal" education and 
^therefore that the collection and collation of statistics for each of these 
tiftlils-fihou I d be done separately, although ISCED can bd used for both* In 
other words, whilst It may be possible and sometimes desirable to Integrate formal 
adult education data with the school and university statistics and to present 
them together, the non-formal adult education statistics should be kept 
separate at least until they can be examined In detaTK 

Since the value of the national statistics will largely depend upon 
the accuracy and completeness of the primary data provided by the adult 
education agencies, detailed Instructions and guidance will certainly have to 
be given to these agAricles, together with the standard forms which they are 
required to complete A Two draft forms (one for formal and one for non-formal 
education) are attachal. 

These forms are purely Illustrative and do not Indicate an Intention on 
Unesco's part to collect such data at present. Investigation and 
experimentation Is. now planned to test the feasibility of cbJ I acting such 
data but there'are no plans for a general programme of cb I lection. The 
Importance of adult education statistics has been mentioned. It Is expected 
that the need for such Information will gain wider recognition and therefore 
adult education has been used as the example of a s^^^ 

this provisional guide. If such a programme Is undertaken It wilt be , much 
more effective If It Is planned on a sound uniform basis In all countries from 
the beginning. 
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REPUBLIC OF XYZ 
CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE 
Formal Adult Educatton Programmes for the Calendar Year 19.. 



Form completed by 
Name of Agency 



ISCEO Code 


Expected 
Number of 
Contact and ^ 
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